A simple method for the production of ventricular tachycardia in the rat and guinea pig.
A simple method for the production of ventricular tachycardia in the rat and guinea pig was developed. The animals were made to inhale benzene vapors for 2 min. An intravenous injection of adrenaline was given during the last 30 sec of benzene administration. Ventricular tachycardia developed in 95% of the animals used. Development of ventricular tachycardia in guinea pigs was earlier than in rats, but the duration of the ventricular tachycardia was almost equal in both species of animals. The arrhythmia developed by this method is of short duration, reliable, and reproducible. This method can be utilized for the rapid screening of antiarrhythmic agents.